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TROPICAL CYCLONE DAMIEN — KARRATHA — DISASTER RELIEF 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the Nationals WA) [5.20 pm]: I will 
talk this evening about Karratha and the potential for disaster relief for the community in the aftermath of tropical 
cyclone Damien. This category 3 cyclone crossed the coast near Karratha on Saturday, 8 February. It was 
a particularly destructive storm that passed right over Karratha—the eye of the storm was right over the town, 
which is quite unusual. I know that the damage is still being assessed, but it will easily run into the tens of millions 
of dollars. Barely a tree is left standing in the town, road signs are missing, roofs were peeled off houses and 
businesses, and whole fences are missing from properties. The people of Karratha, Dampier, Wickham, Roebourne 
and Point Samson have shown their true resilience in the face of this disaster and have spent the week helping each 
other clean up to the best of their capacity. 
I want to particularly mention the small business owners who have assisted in that clean-up. Despite receiving 
damage to their own properties, small businesses have been assisting the City of Karratha and fellow residents of 
Karratha and surrounding areas to clean up, at a cost to themselves. I want to focus on the efforts of those small 
businesses today, who have loaned equipment for free and donated their machinery and employees’ time. Those 
small business owners will wear the cost of that generosity. There is no capacity for them to recoup those losses 
at this time, and in some instances they are quite significant. Some of the stories I will highlight show not only the 
community’s resilience but also its strength and grit in the face of that disaster. Karratha does need to be declared 
a natural disaster zone so that emergency funding can be accessed and the community can get back on its feet. 
I want to highlight the business Joyce Krane, which sent out two cranes to assist people with fallen trees at a cost 
to it of $11 300 in fuel and man-hours. Freo Group showed equal generosity and quickly dispatched its cranes 
to assist people with their homes, at a cost of about $7 500. Karratha Earthmoving and Sand Supplies donated 
2 500 man-hours to assist people with issues with their homes. Hunter Mechanical sustained extensive damage to 
its own business, but still donated staff and machinery, to the tune of $10 000 this week alone. Powerlift Industries 
donated machinery to assist 25 homes with major structural damage, at a cost of 260 man-hours. KBSS Engineering 
offered the use of its workshop prior to the cyclone. A lot of people travel around that area with caravans and 
boats, and some people in the area have boats but not enough storage on their properties, so this business allowed 
people to store their caravans and boats in its sheds for free. Photos of that have been on Facebook. It was quite 
extraordinary. This week, KAW Engineering sent out 24 staff who assisted with 92 community call-outs for help. 
That is incredible. That donation has cost that business an estimated $60 000. These are substantial figures for small 
business owners in the Karratha region. Coates Hire donated trailers and chainsaws and five members of staff to 
assist with the removal of trees and debris from the grounds around town. 
Those generous acts were done despite those local businesses suffering and sustaining significant damage themselves 
from the cyclone. Added to that is the insurance premiums that they will have to pay. One local cafe and restaurant 
owner, Bart Parsons, who owns Blanche Bar and other businesses in the area, has to front up with $10 000 in 
insurance excess for each business. As well as that, he has been offering free coffee and support for people in the 
community as they all help each other. 
There is no air conditioning in the local shopping centre at the moment, and it does not look like it will be fixed 
for about three weeks. It is exceptionally hot in Karratha; it is very humid. All the small businesses in that centre 
are trying to recover and encourage people to come back in. It is quite an unpleasant environment to shop in, let 
alone work in, yet we expect people to work in those sorts of conditions. I have had issues with my office in 
Karratha. We are only just trying to get back on our feet today; it is the first day we have been back in the office. 
One retailer in the local shopping centre had 50 per cent of its floor space flooded, with $10 000 in stock losses, 
and the loss of sales is at about $20 000 and still counting. 
I just wanted to highlight today the impact on those small businesses, because they often get lost in the process as 
we consider that the community is back on its feet and operational. That is due to the assistance of those small 
business owners and their employees who have helped the rest of the community at significant cost to themselves. 
I highlight today to the state government that Karratha needs disaster relief. It would be good to have a response 
from the government to understand how it is working with the local community to assist people to get back on their 
feet and to access any form of assistance, whether that be through grants, subsidies or concessional loans. The 
people of Karratha are doing a fantastic job. There is still a lot of work to do. Usually, after about a week, people’s 
resilience starts to be tested, so we are heading into that time this weekend. They need support from government 
because they are busy supporting each other. I thank members for hearing that tonight, because it is a significant 
and important contribution from those small business owners in Karratha. 
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